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your faithful Friend, your true 


May the Bread of the Strong sustain 
you 
Throughout the coming year; 
May the Light of the Host e’er 
brighten 
Your path when dark and drear. 


wv sk sk 
1s * 1" 


UT 


May the Blood of the Host e’er 
cleanse you 


When sins your conscience sear; 
May the Love of the Host inflame you 
And cast out servile fear. 


*k * * 








Our New Year wishes for ‘*1925"' to all our dear friends and 


subscribers, we place in the Heart of our Eucharistic Lord. May 


Jesus in the Tabernacle be your strength, your light, your riches 
3 gin, y g y ° 


Consoler. 





May the Gift of the Host, more 
precious 


Than all earth’s goods appear; 
May your Hostia-Friend, so faithful, 
Be e’er to you most dear. 


* * * 


May the Lord of the Host console-you 
Through this and every year; 


May the Peace of the Host be with 
you 


When death is drawing near. 
k * * 


Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
y 











“May the Virgin Mary, with her loving Child, bless us.”— Office a7 B.V.M. 
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Reflections for the New Year | 





HAPPY New Year!” is our greeting to all the 
dear readers of ‘‘Tabernacle and Purgatory.’ The 
blessing of God be with you for time and eternity! 
The New Year invites our attention to serious 
reflection. How fleeting is time! how swiftly our 
earthly pilgrimage speeds on! how short is time 
in joy and sorrow! What will the New Year have in store for 
us ? — What has Divine Providence decreed for us ? 

Our time is materialistic. Is it, then, surprising that so many 
people have no idea why they are in this world or what is their 
destiny? Their heart and mind are directed solely to transitory 
things; they aim and crave only for pleasures and amusements 
or they strive for honors, wealth and prestige. Ah, how many 
a father makes the welfare of his family his sole aim and end, 
but finds no time to think of the salvation of his soul. To these 
St. Thomas of Aquin addresses the following words: ‘‘All the 
goods of earth, be they ever so valuable, are inferior to ourselves. 
Hence, the aim of our existence cannot consist in gaining tem- 
poral goods or worldly treasures, as these can be enjoyed by man 
only during his earthly life and are worthless for eternity.”” Our 
soul is immortal, the image of God; hence, the things of this 
world cannot be the end, the supreme aim of our life. 














TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


The Glory of God 


We are in this world to glorify God. God, the infinitely 
wise and perfect Creator, in all His works has the highest and 
most perfect end in view. But nothing is so perfect as Himself, 
therefore, in all His works He has Himself, His honor, His glory 
in view. We read in Holy Scripture: ‘““The Lord hath made all 
things for Himself” (Prov. xvi. 4). Consequently, as creatures _ 
of God, we are created for His glory. The glory of God is the 
sole end of our life. The various avocations of men have as their 
final aim and end, the glory of God. Dear reader, you may be 
teacher or pupil, master or servant, millionaire or beggar, priest, 
religious or layman — the honor of the Most High must be the 
end and highest aim of all your thoughts, words and actions. 

How unfortunate for us if we interfere with this immutable 
decree of God. God Himself cannot give us any other purpose 
of life. Therefore we must strive to fulfill, to the best of our 
knowledge and best of our will, at all times and in all circum- 
stances the aim God has set for us in life. Whether I am rich 
or poor, well or sick, honored or despised, joyful or sorrowful — 
in all the circumstances of life, the honor of God must be the 
last end and highest aim of my thoughts, words and actions. How 
glorious is our calling! What can be more honorable than to 
increase the glory of God! What greater privilege can we desire 
than that of serving the omnipotent Creator! 

But alas! man can, in virtue of his free will, resist the 
Divine will; perform works of malice, impair the honor of God, 
offend God grievously. What a misfortune for unhappy man! 


How Shall We Glorify God? 


But now we may ask: How shall we glorify God? We 
cannot please the Heavenly Father in any better way, nor render 
Him greater honor than by loving His Son made Man, with our 
whole heart. The best way to honor Jesus, our beloved Redeem- 
er, is to preserve His holy doctrine in our heart, to love His 
sweet Mother tenderly and to practice the great commandment — 
to love our neighbor as ourselves. 

Behold, dear reader, how sublime the mission of our periodi- 
cal, which with much labor is prepared and sent forth to you each 
month: to make Jesus better known and loved in His Incar- 
nation, in His life, in His sufferings and death; to lead souls to 
love and adore the Sacred Heart of Jesus in the Holy Eucharist — 
this is the object of our toil and labor in issuing this magazine. 
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We shrink from no sacrifice, shun no pains to inflame the hearts 
of our readers with love for Christ. This is the greatest honor 
we can give to God, and this is what pleases Him most. 

Jesus desires most ardently that His dear Mother, too, be 
tenderly loved by all God’s children, and our magazine strives 
to fulfil this purpose likewise. 

Love of our neighbor is the great commandment of Jesus 
Christ; He called it His commandment. By this He will recog- 
nize us as His disciples, if we love one another. We should 
foster a special love for those who are especially near and dear 
to Jesus; that is His brides, His consecrated virgins, the priests, 
and the youths who are studying for the priesthood. Dear friend, 
this fond desire of the Heart of Jesus we have tried to fulfil during 
the past few years since the close of the world war. We under- 
take all these labors and cares out of pure love for Jesus Christ, 
to the glory of God and the honor of the Heavenly Father. Now 
dear readers, generous benefactors and patrons of our monthly 
magazine, hear our request: Help us in the New Year, in the 
Jubilee year, to circulate our magazine, whose sole object is to 
promote the glory of God among friends and acquaintances, in 
school and church. Be apostles of ““Tabernacle and Purgatory,” 
speak a good word for it, try to gain new subscribers, and thereby 
help us to build up an extensive circulation. 

Friendly reader, one more petition: Do not rely upon others; 
do not think others can work for the circulation of our magazine. 
Do not say, ‘‘I have neither time nor opportunity nor ability.” 
This is only an excuse; love is inventive; a firm will braves every 
obstacle. 

May God bless us all and lead us to eternal life! 


Washington: “The more I read ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory’ the more I love 
it. There is no book like it. It makes a person love God and Mary more, and 
everything belonging to God.” 

Milwaukee: “I am enclosing renewal of my subscription to ‘Tabernacle 
and Purgatory.’ Your magazine is so interesting and affords me so much 
pleasure that I read each issue over and over again. The articles on devotion 
to the Holy Eucharist and to the Blessed Virgin make me feel just as though 
I were listening to an extremely good sermon. It fills the heart with so much 
devotion and one can not help but meditate on the numerous mysteries of our 
sacred religion.” 

West Virginia: “Enclosed find renewal for my subscription to ‘Taberndcle 
and Purgatory.’ Oh, when I read it, I feel as if I were transported into a new 
world, for the delight and happiness I experience from its heavenly teaching helps 
me to love God fervently. Do not forget me when you are in presence of the 
veiled Majesty of our dear and good Lord,” 












Premiums for NEW Subscriptions to 
“Tabernacle and Purgatory” 


Choose One Premium 
222 


For One New A highly blest small cocoa rosary and a gilt Jubilee 
Subscription Medal of St. Benedict. The magnificent picture of 
His Holiness, Pope Pius XI, size 16 x 22. 

A beautiful picture of the Holy Christ of Limpias, size 16 x 21 or 16 x 25. 








22? 


For Two New The “Golden Book,” a complete prayer-book dedicated 
Subscriptions to the Heavenly Mother and containing the treatise of 
Blessed de Montfort on “True Devotion to Mary,” red 
edges, cloth binding, 448 pages. A beautiful picture, “Death of St. Joseph,” 
size 15 x 22. 








@oSD 


For Three New “The Blessed Virgin Library” — A veritable Treasure 
Subscriptions House of precious jewels —- Eight most charming and 








inspiring booklets in honor of Our Lady. “The Last 
Supper”, size 19x32; the original is considered the greatest masterpiece of 
Christian Art; this picture should be in every home. 
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For Four New “The Golden Book”, leather binding, red edges; a 





Subscriptions complete prayer-book, containing the treatise of Bl. 





de Montfort on “True Devotion to Mary.” 














ea 
For Six New A highly blest Jubilee medal of St. Benedict, heavily 
Subscriptions gold plated, on chain or on a bar. A fine gold chain 

rosary, warranted 10 years. 

22> 
For Ten New An artistic oval bead, gold chain rosary, warranted 
Subscriptions 10 years. 

ODDO 


Dear reader, try to secure for yourself one or more of these beautiful pre- 
miums by gaining new subscriptions to “Tabernacle and Purgatory”. You will 
feel well repaid for your efforts, and in addition you perform a God-pleasing work 
which He will once generously reward in eternity. 
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Time is Short 





IME is of inestimable value because all that God, in 
His infinite goodness has given us would be 
utterly worthless if we were deprived of time. 
Whatever God has placed at our disposal should 
serve for our eternal salvation. The nourishment 
we take, the faculties of soul and body given us 
by God and those supernatural graces and favors: the precious 
graces of Redemption, all these should serve for our interior 
sanctification, and eternal salvation. But what would all these 
treasures avail us if time were not granted us? 

The whole work of Redemption and sanctification, the 
death of Jesus Christ on the Cross, Holy Church with its 
heavenly doctrine and treasures of grace — Manger, Cross and 
Church, these superlative favors of the Triune God, would be 
of no avail did we not have the time to apply them to our 
salvation. The fallen angels did not have this precious gift 
at their disposal; after they sinned, they were given no time 
to repent, to return to God, whereas our first parents after 
their fal], were granted that favor. How would the condemned 
souls in hell rejoice, if they were given but a little time to 
avail themselves of the grace to repent of and cancel their 
sins! Time, then, is worth as much as the graces of God! 
Should we then be so unreasonable, as to squander in the 
new year the time granted us, and to render it valueless for 
eternity ? 

Oh, how precious is time! In His unfathomable wisdom 
and love, God has arranged that we can utilize every moment 
of the day and of the night, to acquire merits of infinite 
value by means of the good intention. Every good work 
which we perform at each successive moment, merits for us 
an increase of sanctifying grace; and this necessarily leads to 
a greater claim to heaven and eternal happiness. For this 
reason the saints have become so exceedingly rich in the joys 
and delights of heaven; they have, indeed, understood how to 
make the best possible use of the precious time given them 
by God. Had they not made good use of time, they would 
never have attained to that degree of heavenly blessedness in 
which we now admire them. 














TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


The Greatest Benefit 

Of all the goods of earth, time is, by far, the greatest 
benefit which God in His paternal love has bestowed upon us; 
hence it is to be used with the utmost care, especially as 
time is of such short duration. How short is the present 
moment! It vanishes the instant we enter upon it. Verily, it 
is of the greatest importance that these moments be used 
well, because an eternity depends on them. Let us not rely 
on the uncertain future in the hope that we shall use it better 
than we used the past, for, in the first place, the future is 
wholly uncertain. With startling speed the end of life comes 
on. Even should a long future be in store for us, it would 
speed by just as swiftly as our past. If we consider our past 
life — how it sped by! how the days and months of the past 
year have sped away: like a dream! Yes; the apostle was 
right when he wrote: Time is short! 

But short as it may be, extremely difficult and serious is 
the task given us to do in this short space of time. The task 
is, that we accomplish the salvation of our immortal soul; that 
we atone for our sins and acquire many and precious merits 
in order to assure our eternal happiness. 

What increases the seriousness of the task, is the circum- 
stance, that we can count only on the present moment, that 
the time of our death is wholly unknown and that we may be 
called at any instant to render our account. Taking all this 
into consideration, is it credible that so many souls, and we are 
perhaps among them, still fritter away those fleeting moments 
in idleness, or in too anxious cares for the transitory things of 
earth, all of which will vanish like smoke? Must we not 
bitterly reproach ourselves for being so blind as to lose sight 
of the importance and gravity of the task imposed on us? to 
lavish our love and esteem on things that are scarcely worth 
taking notice of, and absolutely worthless for eternity ? 


How to Use Time 

How, then, shall we use time? The past is beyond recall; 
nevertheless, it is still in our power to draw profit therefrom. 
Should our recollection of the past year accuse us of many, 
many sins, then let us promptly make an act of sincere contrition, 
and retain this spirit of penitence during the remainder of our 
life. The thought of our past sins is a serious reminder of 
our weakness, our evil inclinations; it humbles us and admon- 
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ishes us to be cautious and distrustful of self; in this way we 
can, indeed, draw much profit from the past. And if we must 
acknowledge having misused the old year; if we must accuse 
ourselves of many offences against Almighty God, then of 
ourselves we will come to the conclusion that we must labor 
with more zeal for the glory of God and the salvation of our 
soul. We will strive to make up by greater fidelity what our 
evil passions have caused us to lose. 

Nor let us overlook when glancing over our past, how the 
truth of God’s infinite mercy stands out in flaming characters. 
How mercifully He has dealt with us! How, despite our sins, 
He has overwhelmed us with proofs of His love! How great 
is His longanimity, His love toward us! Does this consider- 
ation not, in a certain sense, compel us to love Him in return 
so tenderly, so vehemently as ever we can? Must we not 
henceforth use every opportunity to show our gratitude, our 
love towards Him by being more faithful in His service, hy 
unreserved submission to His will, by patient acceptance of 
all He has decreed in our,regard? Should, then, the past have 
been misused by us, we may still draw benefit therefrom. 

Let us profit by the present time. We cannot withdraw 
entirely from temporal cares and occupations; we must attend 
to these, but not exclude the works of piety. We must never 
lose sight of the “one thing necessary.” Let us take heed 
always to be on good terms with our God, that sanctifying 
grace always adorns our soul; and let us not forget to renew 
often during the day, in the midst of absorbing cares and busi- 
ness the good intention of offering all in love for God. In 
this way we will make the best use of the present time for 
the honor of God and the benefit of our soul. 

Let us use well the future. Is our conscience not at ease, 
then we will make a good confession as soon as possible. 
This will have a salutary influence on the future. Have we 
been faithful to God, then let us remain so. Let our good ex- 
ample be an inspiration to others; a good example will be 
fruitful in blessings long after we have been called into eternity. 

If in this way we utilize time — present, past and future — 
according to the designs of God, it will be well with us; and 
the good wish for a Happy New Year will be fulfilled. We will 
confide the past to God’s mercy, the future to His Providence 
and in the present strive to live only for His love. 
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The Nativity of Christ is Renewed 
in Holy Mass 





“In that day, the mountains shall drop down sweetness, and 
the hills shall flow with milk and honey.” Thus Holy Church 
sings throughout the world of the sweet mystery of our Sav- 
ior’s birth. In truth, on that hallowed day, when the Only- 
begotten Son of God, clothed in our flesh, entered this world, 
the mountains dropped down sweetness, and the hills flowed 
with milk and honey. For He, who is sweeter far than milk 
and honey, who is Himself the plentiful source of all sweet- 
ness, has sweetened all things by His entrance into this 
world. He brought true joy from heaven; He announced peace 
to men of good will; He imparted sweetest comfort to the 
sorrowing, and rejoiced the world with the dawn of a new and 
brighter day. 

Oh, how great was the joy of the Heavenly Father in that 
Holy Night when He beheld His well-beloved Son, begotten 
from all eternity, born of the pure Virgin, whom He vouch- 
safed to call by the endearing name of daughter! Oh, how 
great the bliss of the Son of God when He beheld Himself 
clad in the vesture of our humanity, and possessing not only 
a Father in heaven, but also a Mother on earth! Oh, how 
great the delight of the Holy Spirit on beholding Him whom 
He had united to the Father from all eternity in the sweetest 
bond of a perfect love, now by His operation joined so inti- 
mately to human nature that the two natures so infinitely 
distinct and diverse were united in the one Person of the 
God-Man! 

How great was the sweetness which filled the soul of the 
Blessed Virgin when, gazing on her new-born Babe, she real- 
ized that the Infant she held in her arms was not her Son 
alone, but likewise the Son of the Eternal Father, the most 
high God! And what rapture the nine choirs of angels ex- 
perienced when they beheld their God descended upon earth 
to redeem the world, and to raise fallen man to occupy those 
heavenly places which the rebellious angels had lost. 

How great was the happiness of those pious worshippers 
who were privileged to behold with their own eyes that 
charming Infant, the most beautiful of all the children of 
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men; to hold Him in their embrace, and to lavish upon Him 
their fond caresses! 

Although we rightly deem these privileged persons happy, 
still, it must not be forgotten that we are more privileged than 
they, since we may daily gaze with the eye of faith upon that 
’ tender Infant and share in the joys attending His birth. Every 
day we may be present at His blessed birth! Every day our 
eyes may behold it, if we will but go to Holy Mass. For in the 
Adorable Sacrifice His Nativity is truly renewed and by it the 
work of our salvation continued. 


Born from the Lips of the Priest 


The same we learn from the revelations made to the Abbess 
St. Hildegard. She writes: “When during Holy Mass, the 
bread and wine were changed into the Flesh and Blood of 
Christ, I beheld, as in a mirror, the circumstances of His 
Incarnation and Nativity, as clearly as when these mysteries 
were accomplished by the Son of God when on earth.” From 
this credible source we learn that the birth of our Lord is 
renewed in Holy Mass, and represented before heaven as vividly 
as when it took place nearly nineteen hundred years ago. 

Would you know of whom and in what manner Christ is 
born in Holy Mass? Listen to what St. Jerome writes: “The 
priest calls Christ into being by his consecrated lips;” that is 
to say: Christ is born from the lips of the priest when he 
pronounces the words of consecration. Pope Gregory XV 
declares the same in the prayer he enjoined upon priests to 
recite before Holy Mass: “I am about to celebrate Holy Mass, 
and to call into being the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 

Holy Church herself wishes to place before our eyes this 
spiritual birth of Christ, for she prescribes that the canticle 
of praise hymned by the angels on Christmas night should 
again be sung during Holy Mass: “Glory to God in the highest 
and on earth, peace to men of good will.” 

When we hear these words at Holy Mass, let us imagine 
ourselves listening to our guardian angel: “Rejoice, dear soul, 
for in this Holy Mass thy Savior will be born anew for thy 
salvation, and thou shalt see Him with thy eyes under the 
form of the Sacred Host.” Although our guardian angel does 
not audibly speak to us, yet faith assures that the renewal 
of Christ’s birth takes place in very deed. Should not this 
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be a special joy for us? If we really believe that Christ is 
born spiritually in every Holy Mass, we will conduct ourselves 
toward the Divine Child with the same reverence, as those 
favored souls who were privileged to behold our Savior in 
Bethlehem. 

In the lives of the ancient fathers, we read that a priest 
named Plegus, who always said Mass with great devotion, 
nourished a special desire to know in what manner Christ is 
present under the form of bread and wine. Not that he in 
any way doubted his Lord’s presence, but love prompted the 
wish to see Him with his bodily eyes. One day after the 
consecration of the Mass, Plegus was so inflamed with this 
desire, that he fell upon his knees and prayed: “I beseech 
Thee, Almighty God, grant me, unworthy as I am, to behold 
the bodily form of Jesus Christ in this Sacred Mystery; that 
I may see Him with my eyes, and touch Him with my hands 
as Simeon took Him in his arms.” 

As he was praying, an angel appeared to him and said: 
“Arise, if thou dost wish to see Christ. Behold, He is present 
in bodily form, as when He was an Infant on His Mother’s 
knee.” The priest was startled at these words, and when he 
raised his head, he saw the Son of God as a lovely Infant 
lying on the corporal, smiling sweetly, and stretching out His 
tiny arms to be caressed. Out of reverence, the priest did 
not venture to do this, but the angel said to him: “Behold, 
here is Jesus, the Son of God, whom thou didst see lying before 
thee in the form of bread, but who is now present in His real 
form. Fear not, but rise and take Him in thy arms, and let 
thy heart rejoice in God thy Savior.” 

Encouraged by these words, Plegus took the Infant in his 
arms, pressed It tenderly to his heart and caressed It fondly. 
After he had thus satisfied the ardent longings of his heart, 
he gently placed the Child upon the corporal, fell upon his 
knees and bade Him resume the form of a Host, that he might 
receive Him into his heart and conclude the Holy Sacrifice. 
After this prayer the priest rose to his feet, and saw only the 
form of the Sacred Host, which he received with fervent 
devotion. 


The Angels Adore Him 


This instance should strengthen our faith in the actual 
presence of the Divine Child at Holy Mass. He is there, not 
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only to the imagination or spiritually, but in truth and in His 
Humanity. In Holy Mass we have the same Adorable Infant 
which was born of the Virgin Mary at Bethlehem, and adored 
by the three holy kings. Here, too, He is covered with the 
swathing bands as His Mother once wrapped Him and pre- 
sented Him to the shepherds. These swaddling clothes are 
the species of the consecrated Host which we perceive with 
our senses. The tender Child, however, which is concealed 
beneath those outward forms, can be perceived only by the 
interior light of the understanding, which, illumined by faith, 
believes without doubt, that our dearest Savior is present 
beneath that lowly form. Our Lord’s reasons for thus con- 
cealing Himself are many; the principal one, perhaps, is that 
we may practice faith in so important a matter, and acquire 
a notable increase of merit in every Holy Mass. 

When the holy angels look upon this new-born Infant, 
they prostrate themselves before Him in lowly adoration. To 
this the words of St. Paul refer: “When He bringeth in the first 
Begotten into the world He saith: ‘And let the angels of God 
adore Him’” (Heb. i. 6). On the Holy Night of the Nativity, 
God for the first time brought His only-begotten Son into this 
world; but in every Holy Mass He brings Him forth anew 
into the world, upon the altar, that He may there offer Him- 
self for us and impart to us the fruits of His Nativity. Then 
the angels worship Him, as the Church prays in the preface: 
“The angels praise, the dominations adore, and the powers 
tremble with awe, the heavens and the virtues of the heavens, 
together with the blessed seraphim, celebrate with united joy.” 
A similar song of praise was sung by the angels in that first 
Christmas night: “Glory to God in the highest, and peace on 
earth to men of good will.” We, too, with the heavenly hosts, 
should praise and glorify the Divine Child, who for our salva- 
tion, descends anew from heaven to impart the merits of His 
sacred birth to all who devoutly assist at Holy Mass. 


t t t 
St. Jude Thaddeus, the Great Helper in Great Need 


This booklet contains practically all that is recorded of the life 
and deeds of this holy Apostle, a near relative of Jesus and Mary. 
Many of our readers tell us of astonishing favors they received through 
his intercession. Combined in this booklet are devotions to St. Rita, 
Advocate of the Impossible. 5 cts. 
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Draw Near to the Blessed Sacrament! 





NCE the time when Holy Church, guided by the 
si) Spirit of Light, declared as a dogma of Faith the 
“| Immaculate Conception, Mary has never ceased 
a y; to glorify her Divine Son in the Most Blessed 
WA | Sacrament. On the day of the proclamation 
itself, Dec. 8, 1854, the Immaculate Virgin ap- 
peared to a saintly soul, Baroness von Hoogvorst, and revealed 
to her that she desired souls who would, in her stead, render 
atonement and reparation to her Son in the Holy Eucharist, for 
the numberless offences committed against Him in this Sacra- 
ment. The servant of God promised to accede to her wishes. 
This gave rise to the congregation, “Maria Reparatrice,” which 
as early as the year 1872 counted twenty convents. The same 
day on which the great and saintly Pope Pius IX placed the 
most brilliant jewel in Mary’s diadem, she established a con- 
gregation for the honor of Jesus in the Most Holy Eucharist. 
After Mary had confirmed the declaration of the Church 
by her apparitions at Lourdes, and had proclaimed to all the 
world, “I am the Immaculate Conception,” and had called all 
nations of the earth to herself, she did not cease to lead souls 
to Jesus in the Holy Eucharist. Of the apparitions in Lourdes, 
the five most important took place on a Thursday. This 
remarkable preference for Thursday must have its deep 
meaning in the Heart of Mary, because Thursday is the day 
dedicated to the honor of the Most Blessed Sacrament. Was 
perhaps the choice of the five Thurdays a prophetic allusion, 
that, at the Shrine of Lourdes, Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament 
would be glorified? Mary, by numerous and astounding 
miracles has called the nations to Lourdes in order to lead 
them by her own maternal hand to her Divine Son. Mary’s 
aim was not the grotto, but the Tabernacle. Nowhere have 
so many Holy Masses been offered as in Lourdes; nowhere so 
many Holy Communions received. In one year alone, the 
number of Holy Communions amounts to nearly one million. 
It is most worthy of reflection how Mary, for a number 
of years, has, in a certain sense, withdrawn to the background. 
Each passing year counts less cures at the grotto and more 
during the Benediction with the Most Blessed Sacrament. 
During six of the twelve months of the year, there are almost 
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daily processions with the Blessed Sacrament. The sick are 
laid along the sides of the street where the Eucharistic Lord 
is to pass, and they cry out while the Blessed Sacrament is 
being borne past by the priest: “Jesus, Son of David, have 
mercy on me!” Sixty per cent of the cures are connected 
with these processions. 

Another feature of devotion to the Blessed Sacrament in 
Lourdes, is the nocturnal adoration, held, not only by a few 
pious Christians, but by throngs of people who spend the night 
before the Tabernacle. Pope Pius X, in his Brief in which he 
granted certain privileges to the Shrine of Our Lady of 
Lourdes, wrote: “We have come to the conviction, that the 
unparalleled fame of the sanctuary of Lourdes is indeed well 
founded; that the Blessed Virgin draws the nations of all parts 
of the world to Lourdes, to the adoration of Jesus Christ in 
the Most Blessed Sacrament. Thus Lourdes has become the 
centre of devotion to Mary and, at the same time, a glorious 
throne of the Mystery of the Holy Eucharist.” 

Through Mary to Jesus. At Lourdes, Mary has set the 
value and efficacy of the Holy Eucharist in the clearest light. 
She has called out to the whole world through the Eucharistic 
miracles: Draw near to the Holy Eucharist, draw near to 
the altar, draw near to the monstrance! 


Pius X, the Pope of the Eucharist 


Since the beginning of Christianity, Holy Church has 
experienced the continual help of the Mother of God, and Our 
Lady’s aid has ever been most mild and benevolent. Mary 
has always come to the aid of the Bride of her Son, Holy 
Church. She obtained for the Church in Pius X, a Eucharistic 
Pope, who ascended the throne when the golden jubilee of the 
proclamation of the Immaculate Conception was being celebra- 
ted, and whose motto was: To restore all things in Christ. This 
saintly Pope has merited for himself the perpetual title of 
honor, Pope of the Eucharist. He strove to renew all things 
in Christ. That he meant the Eucharistic Christ may be seen 
from his decrees on frequent and daily Communion of the 
faithful, and early Communion of children. These decrees 
manifest plainly the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

Divine life will pour itself in full streams upon humanity 
from Him who has said: “I am the Bread of Life.” By these 
streams of life the vital forces of Catholics will most wonder- 




















Pius XI as Cardinal in Lourdes 


Cardinal Ratti who was nominated Archbishop of Milan on June 16, 
1921, was invited to accompany the Italian national pilgrimage to Lourdes in 
August of the same year. His Eminence, however, was preparing for his 
installation in his new See of Milan on September 8th, and he hesitated to 
accept the invitation. Benedict XV, the reigning Pontiff at that time, en- 
couraged Cardinal Ratti with the words: ‘‘You must be my representative 
with the Immaculate Virgin.’’ Cardinal Ratti consented, and edified all the 
pilgrims at Lourdes by his profound reverence and devotion. On September 
2d, he delivered a beautiful discourse on the Immaculate Conception, in the 
grand basilica of Lourdes. Many received Holy Communion from the hand 
of the future Pontiff, Pius XI. The above photo was taken as Cardinal Ratti 
(prelate to right) bade farewell to Bishop Schoepfer in Lourdes. No doubt His 
Holiness now rejoices that he followed the advice of his predecessor in the 
papal chair, and visited the famous sanctuary of Mary Immaculate before 
his elevation to the papacy made him a prisoner in the Vatican. 
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fully unfold themselves anew. “The heavens shall drop down 
sweetness” (Joel iii. 18). Pius X, the Pope according to the 
Heart of Jesus, has opened heaven by his explanations and 
decrees concerning frequent and daily Communion. An abun- 
dant rain of the Divine Manna falls daily upon our desolate 
earth, and innumerable souls, animated with faith and love, 
hasten to gather It for their salvation and comfort. 

The second golden age of the Holy Eucharist has dawned. 
That beautiful ancient custom is being revived when no Sac- 
rifice of the Mass ended without the Communion of the faith- 
ful. The hearts of the faithful, by participation in this sacri- 
ficial Banquet, themselves became living sacrifices, receiving 
strength and endurance for earnest labor and courageous combat. 
God has come down to his people; as a Father He sits at the 
Banquet of Love with His children, and lovingly they surround 
His Heavenly Table. It is His delight to dwell on earth, and 
He feels at home with the children of men. 

Pope Pius X, was of a firm upright character, he was an 
implacable enemy to all mediocrity, to all compromise with 
the spirit of the age, to all blending of the sharp boundary 
lines between the Catholic and liberalistic views of world- 
philosophy. Without the Rock of Peter there is no firm footing 
for the human race. Had Pius X done nothing except to set 
in motion that incomparably beautiful migration of nations to 
the Communion railing, he would deserve to have his name 
recorded with golden letters in the annals of Church History. 
When all whom he has made so happy by his decrees on Holy 
Communion — especially those millions of innocent little souls 
whom he has led to the Heart of the Divine Friend of 
children in the Tabernacle,— when all these will testify on 
the last day to the sanctifying and preserving effects which 
the Sacred Host exercised upon their lives, then, and then 
only, shall we realize with amazement the rich source of 
blessings which sprung up to the Catholic world from the 
Pontificate of this saintly Pope. 


The Holy Eucharist and Our Time 


In the year 1892, the illustrious Pope Leo XIII declared 
to a famous preacher: “Our Lord came to the aid of each 
great tribulation with a special devotion. The present afflic- 
tions of the Church are greater, and the persecutions more 
dangerous than those of previous times. The devotion which 
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God now sends to succor His Church is devotion to the Most 
Holy Eucharist; it is the highest of all devotions. Holy 
Communion must be received more frequently, yes, daily. 
Preach this sentence unceasingly: ‘The practices of the first 
Christian centuries must be revived.’” 

The Holy Ghost counteracted the corrupt influence of 
Roman paganism by daily Holy Communion; the frivolity of 
the Middle Age by the poverty of St. Francis and his disciples; 
the heresy of the Albigenses by the rosary of St. Dominic; 
Luther and his doctrine by St. Ignatius and his zealous sons; the 
icy breath of Jansenism by the devotion to the love-glowing 
Heart of Jesus. Our age is one of consummate apostasy from 
God, of complete indifference or denial of God; hence, the 
Holy Ghost opposes the corrupt spirit of our age with devotion 
to the Most Blessed Sacrament which embraces all that faith 
and love comprise. Whoever believes in this Mystery, will 
believe and accept all that Christ and His holy Church teach. 
In this Mystery is contained the remedy for all evils. 

The godlessness of our time increases in an alarming 
manner. But God has prepared a remedy through Mary and 
the Holy Eucharist. Devotion to the B'essed Sacrament becomes 
yearly more intense and will reach its culmination in the 
Eucharistic kingdom of Jesus Christ, in that kingdom in which 
Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament will be known and loved and 
adored by the faithful; where they will assemble about the 
Blessed Sacrament as did the first Christians; and frequent, yea 
daily Holy Communion will be practiced by all. Therefore, God 
gave to the Church a Pope of the Eucharist, who made it his 
life’s work to restore all things through Jesus in the Most 
Blessed Sacrament. The Eucharistic kingdom is at hand! A 
golden age, a springtime for Holy Church is approaching. 
Therefore, draw near, O Christian soul, draw near to Jesus in 
the Eucharist! The Sacred Heart of Jesus in the Blessed Sac- 
rament will save and protect all who gather around Him. 


$ t t 


Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in the Home ; 
Short history of this devotion. Its spirit and object. A work 
destined by Divine Providence for our time. Complete prayers 
for ceremonial. 10 cts. each 


All for Chee, O Heart of Jesus 
A collection of beautiful prayers and acts of consecration to the 
Heart of Jesus. Also contains a Mass devotion. 5 cts. each 
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Enthronement of the Sacred Heart 
in the Home 





The Sacred Heart of Jesus, My Companion 


yoo UR pilgrimage from earth to heaven is a long 
HY Keges%e rugged path, difficult and full of dangers. Do 
C not journey alone; a friend offers to accompany 
you on your way; this friend is Jesus. He is 
all-powerful and all-beneficent, He can and will 
protect you on every occasion. Ask Him every 
morning to be your Companion on the journey, implore Him 
not to leave you for a moment. Place your hand in His, and 
walk fearlessly. When your road to heaven is beset with 
obstacles and dangers, turn to your Divine Friend, you will 
always find Him to your right. Look upon Him with the eyes 
of your soul, beg Him for strength and courage; He will never 
leave you without aid. 

True, there are numberless friends in life, and companions 
may be found anywhere, but to make the proper choice is 
difficult, very difficult, indeed. In the company of one we may 
find joy, with another consolation; but with none can we find 
what we should like to find, — full satisfaction. Perfect hap- 
piness can never be found in this world, even though we were 
to traverse the whole earth. The craving of the human heart 
God alone can satisfy. In this light we see the folly of becom- 
ing too much attached to creatures. We should, indeed, have 
a kindly feeling toward everybody, but among all our friends, 
none should be our intimate confidante but Jesus and His 
holy Mother. They should be our traveling companions, the 
cherished escorts of our earthly pilgrimage. The poor human 
heart is inconstant; full of fear, it ever stands in need of a 
good Counselor, a true Friend, a Friend who will never forsake 
it, who will always support and comfort it. Such a friend is 
found in Jesus alone. 

What need we still fear if we have Jesus with us? When 
the disciples were with our Savior in the ship, and the tempest 
arose so that the ship was threatened with destruction, the 
disciples awakened Jesus for He was asleep. Jesus arose and 
commanded the storm, and there was a great calm on the 
sea. Would Jesus have continued His slumber had the disciples 
not aroused Him? Undoubtedly not, for He desired only to 
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strengthen their faith. It is similar with us; when temptations 
are most violent, Jesus is nearest with His aid; all He desires 
is a firm faith, an unshaken confidence in Him. The more we 
are convinced that of ourselves we can do nothing, the more 
Jesus assists us with His grace, and aids us in every tempta- 
tion. With Jesus and through Jesus we can do all things; but 
without Him we can do nothing conducive to our salvation. 
Let us but hold firmly the hand of our loving Companion, He 
will never desert us. And still you fear, O timid soul? Why 
is this? Only look lovingly upon Jesus and say to Him, “Jesus, 
Thou knowest that I love Thee, Thou knowest that it is my 
firm will not to be separated from Thee; assist me, protect me!” 

Anxious soul, you fear that you commit sin, although you 
make strenuous efforts not to sin. Why then are you trem- 
bling and fainthearted, almost despondent? Do you forget that 
Jesus looks into your heart and there beholds your good will? 
And still you feel that Jesus could desert you? He did not 
permit the ship on the sea to founder; in like manner He will 
not permit your soul to go to destruction amidst storms of 
temptations. Just hold firmly to your Divine Companion, keep 
close to His side, then for you, too, will come the time when 
Jesus will arise and command all tempests to cease. Then will 
you, too, repose tranquilly on His Divine Bosom; then will you 
taste the sweetness and peace of His Sacred Heart; then will 
you experience how sweet is the Lord to those who persevere 
with Him and love Him above all. Then the many battles, 
which thanks to His Divine power you fought victoriously, 
will be rewarded by the holy peace you will enjoy. 

Oh, that we would constantly walk with Jesus! His com- 
panionship gives true joy of heart and great tranquillity of 
mind. Near Jesus there is no humor, no discontentment, no 
depression of spirit. From henceforth let our motto be: “In 
Jesus, with Jesus and for Jesus will I journey on the road to 
heaven.” 

Those families who have Enthroned the Sacred Heart in 
their homes have experienced the grace and blessing which flow 
upon them when Jesus is truly the Friend and Master of their 
household. And in those homes where He has not yet been 
Enthroned, may He be lovingly invited to be the royal Guest 
and welcome Companion for the New Year. 


: ¢ ¢ 
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Thoughts on the Infinite Mercy of God 





M PIOUS, aged priest once said to a young confrere: 
“Preach often, often on the infinite mercy of God, 
for much woe and sorrow rest upon the human 
race.” This is especially the case in our own days, 
when so many will no longer believe in the infinite 
mercy of God. And yet, there is nothing so indispensable to 
man in his difficulties and trials as unwavering trust in God; 
yes, confidence draws down God’s greatest mercies and graces. 

Confidence belongs to the theological virtue of hope; it is a 
higher degree of this virtue and consists in a certain conviction 
and firm trust that we shall receive what we ask. God is im- 
measurably honored by our confidence. “Nothing gives greater 
lustre to the power and mercy of God,” says St. Bernard, “than 
the help He grants to those who trust in Him.” The reason 
for this lies in the fact that by absolute confidence in God we 
render the most excellent homage to His greatness. Man, too, 
feels honored, if confidence is placed in him. Confidence is a 
solemn acknowledgment of God’s almighty power, impenetrable 
wisdom and ineffable love. Therefore He takes such pleasure 
in it. How often, in Holy Scripture, does He not promise a 
gracious ear to a trustful prayer. “He has trusted in Me, 
therefore I will save and protect him, because He hath known 
My Name; but the Name of God is wisdom, goodness and 
power.” 

Nothing is so displeasing to God as mistrust in Him. He 
detests and punishes it as an insult to His fatherly goodness, 
as a real slander against, and disavowal of one of His dearest 
attributes. We have an example in Moses. How sharply God 
punished him before all the people. Without confidence his 
miraculous staff was powerless and ineffective. 

To St. Catherine of Siena our Divine Savior declared: “Those 
sinners, who at the end of their life despair on account of their 
sins, offend Me more grievously by this one sin than by all the 
other sins which they have committed; such annihilate, in a 
certain sense, my boundless mercy which is infinitely greater 
than all human malice.” Therefore Blessed Teresa of the 
Child Jesus says, “We can never have too much confidence. 
What offends Jesus, what wounds Him to the Heart is want of 
confidence.” With confidence we touch, humanly speaking, 
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the vulnerable spot in God. How our Savior praised the con- 
fidence of that woman: “O woman, great is thy faith!” 

Confidence will obtain everything. Therefore, Venerable 
Anna Catherine Emmerich says: “The miraculous power in 
prayer is confidence.” St. Gertrude ascribed all the great 
graces she had received to her confidence. Once she asked 
our Lord what she must do to obtain a certain grace. Jesus 
said to her, “Confidence can easily obtain all things.” Another 
time our Lord said to her: “The glance of a loving soul which 
wounds My Heart, is that firm trust and that unwavering 
confidence that I have the power, the wisdom and the goodness 
to aid a faithful soul in all her miseries. This confidence does 
such violence to My love that I can never abandon her.” To 
St. Mechtilde, too, our Lord said: “I am inexpressibly pleased 
if men expect many and great favors from Me.” 

While Jesus still dwelt upon earth, healed the sick or 
worked other miracles for suffering humanity, He usually 
asked the petitioners if they had faith and confidence; then He 
pronounced the omnipotent word. Thereby He wished to teach 
us that, when praying, a trustful faith is the main thing. Our 
petitions, then, will be granted according to the measure of our 
confidence. Go to the well and draw water; how much will you 
bring? With a small vessel little, with a large vessel much. 
Centuries ago, St. Cyprian, doctor of the Church taught the 
very same. “The deeper your vessel of confidence,” he said, 
“the greater will be your quantity of the heavenly waters of 
grace.” Whenever God deigns a miraculous answer to prayer, 
it is confidence that urges Him. Where God finds confidence 
He is ever present to grant favors. 

A great servant of God who, during life had distinguished 
himself by confidence in God, was at the hour of death so 
enlightened on the infinite mercy of God that he exclaimed: 
“Oh, if I would regain health I would live solely on confidence!” 
Let us ask God to give us unbounded confidence in His mercy, 
for that is, in truth, a key to the greatest graces and mercies 
of God in all trials and difficulties. 


: : : 
Blessed Teresa of the Child Jesus 


Recounts the principal events of her beautiful life. Contains 
eight illustrations. Prayers. A friend: ‘“‘Rev. N. says it is the 
best small bovk on ““The Little Flower” he has seen.” 10 cts. each 
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Words of Jesus to Sister Benigna Consolata 





Necessity of Unbounded Confidence 


Jesus, who is so good and merciful, wills that we place 
confidence in Him; but to be able to do this, we must in the first 
place not look so much to ourselves. This was one of Benigna’s 
faults. In the sketch of her life, written by the sisters of 
Como, we read: “Our dear Sister was inclined to occupy 
herself too much with self, to examine herself to the minutest 
details, and to scrutinize all her actions with scrupulous 
exactitude.” Her superiors helped her to combat this fault. 

Jesus, too, wanted to cure her of the habit of occupying 
her thoughts with herself, and of constantly examining her 
shortcomings. During a morning’s meditation at the time of 
her last retreat shortly before her death, she writes: “Now I 
understand how wrong a servant would act, who would sweep 
and dust when his master wanted him to take care of the 
children.” 

On the 3d of April, 1903, before her entrance into the 
convent, Jesus permitted her to makea general confession. On 
the 29th of the same month, when she was suffering much, and 
was tortured by fears and scruples, whether she was in the 
state of grace, Jesus said to her: “Be assured, that just when 
it seems to thee that the evil spirit would wrest thee from My 
Heart, thou art all the more closely united to Me by the 
strong bonds of love; for, art thou not the happy prey of My 
love ?” 

He warned her against discouragement. One day He said 
to her: “The devil causes the greatest harm to souls when, 
after he has caused them to commit sin, he inspires them to 
mistrust Me. So long as a soul has confidence, the way is open; 
but if the wicked enemy succeed in closing the heart against 
Me by mistrust, oh, what efforts it costs Me to win that soul 
again! Write, My Benigna, write, that all may know: ‘It is 
certain that a hundred sins offend Me more than only one; but 
if that one sin is a sin of mistrust, it wounds My Heart more 
than the other hundred. Mistrust, wounds the most sensitive 
spot of My Heart for I love mankind so dearly!’ ” 


¢ t . 


REMARK. — We here wish to remark, that private revelations, according to the 
decrees of Pope Urban VIII in the year 1634 and 1641, in so tar as the Church 
has not decided upon them, claim only human credence. 





Welcome, little Savior, 
Welcome to our eaith! 
Teach us all the virtues 


Of Thy humble birth. 


In our hearts so trustful, 


Child of grace so fair, 


See a soft warm cradle, — 
Oh, come and nestle there! 
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The Service of an Acolyte Rewarded 





tw <@e] R. Strander has the largest practice in M. The poor 
\ v 


and suffering are the subjects of his most tender 
care; they call him their helper and benefactor. In 
the doctor’s beautiful country mansion, surrounded 
by extensive gardens, a social refinement and gen- 
uine home comfort prevail. But all this he esteems little; 
even his wife, an angel in amiability and generosity, steps 
smilingly aside when Dr. Strander catches sight of his twelve- 
year-old little daughter. Elsie is her father’s pet, his one and 
all. She, on her part, returns his love with the whole fervor 
of her innocent soul. One who would thus see father and child 
sitting together, might believe the doctor to be the most con- 
tented man in town, and his family in possession of complete 
happiness. But such is not the case. 

A secret sorrow lingers in the bosom of his wife. On 
many a church festival she may be seen in her private 
apartment shedding silent tears. Elsie’s features, too, are 
gradually assuming a serious, almost anxious expression, when 
unnoticed she observes her father; for, on her first Communion 
day, only mother knelt beside her at the Holy Table. The 
‘child with keen sorrow has begun to realize that her father 
is an unbeliever. 

Winter comes on. One day in the middle of December, 
Elsie returns home from school, her cheeks flushed with 
fever. A few hours, and Dr. Strander realizes that his little 
daughter is dangerously ill. Though he exerts all the skill of 
his medical profession, he is powerless at the bedside of his 
darling child. 


“Bring Me the Infant Jesus!”’ 


Christmas eve is at hand. After long, wild delirium, Elsie 
has become calm. She opens her eyes and looks about as 
though she were trying to recollect something; then she asks 
softly, “Have I been very sick?” 

Anxiously Dr. Strander bends over her and whispers, “Yes, 
dear child; but keep quiet; you will soon be well again.” 

She is quiet a few moments, then calls, “Father!” 

“What is it, darling?” 

“Father, dear father,” she pleads, “call the priest; bring 
me the Infant Jesus.” 
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The physician realizes the fever may return, and this may 
be the child’s last request. He turns, thinking to despatch a 
servant to the priest; but the servants have all gone toa 
neighboring Christmas tree celebration. Calling his wife, he 
tells her to remain with Elsie until his return. 

* . * 

Dr. Strander on reaching the rectory tells the priest of the 
critical condition of his sick child. In an instant the priest is 
ready; he has but to bring the Blessed Sacrament. He hesi- 
tates a moment... Will he find an acolyte to carry the lantern 
and the little bell? Trusting that the Lord will provide, he 
hastens to the sacristy. 

The sacristan is busy with the final preparations for Mid- 
night Mass. The clock is about to strike eleven, and soon the 
sacristan must ring the bells — he cannot leave. Again the 
priest hesitates, as if to consider. Does Dr. Strander understand 
the meaning of the delay? He reflects, “The child is waiting — 
perhaps her time is short, and by postponing the visit we may 
come too late.” The doctor realizes the distressing situation; 
a violent struggle ensues... It is only momentary, however, 
then he approaches the priest and offers his services as acolyte. 
The priest, amazed, looks at the man to see if he is in earnest,. 
then hands him the light and the little bell. Going to the 
Tabernacle, he reverently takes the Blessed Sacrament, and 
together they go forth into the peaceful, starlit night. 


Eucharistic Operations of Grace 


It is still and calm on the streets; now and then as they 
pass the long rows of houses, the faint sound of a Christmas 
hymn is heard; behind the lowered shades a shadow flits by, 
or the dark outline of a Christmas tree is seen. The priest 
prays softly, but the doctor does not respond; silently he leads 
the way. Is it the magic charm of the Holy Night which stirs 
the heart of the unbelieving man or the Eucharistic operations 
of grace from the Savior to whom he is now nearer than he 
has been for many years? Memories of a distant, beautiful 
youth flood his mind, happy days when he himself believed, 
when he still received the Divine Savior whom he is now 
accompanying to his child who is at the point of death. Pictures 
rise before his imagination which at other times he had always 
dispelled, but which now he cannot master. Thus, priest and 
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physician reach the mansion. More and more the latter is 
filled with a deep sadness, and almost with tears in his eyes 
he opens the door of his residence. 

Meanwhile, his wife had informed the servants of the 
sacred functions that would be held in the house, and Elsie’s 
room had been prepared for the reception of the Divine Guest. 
The priest hears the simple confession of the little one, then 
calling the family, administers Holy Viaticum to the sick child. 
Quite near Elsie’s bed kneels the father who for years had 
not bent his knee to the Blessed Sacrament. 

From that Holy Night the child’s health made remarkable 
progress, and on the feast of the three Holy Kings, Dr. Strander 
knelt at the Communion railing by the side of his wife, who, 
with joyful heart, thanked her Savior for the twofold favor: 
the conversion of her husband and the restoration to health of 
their darling child. The Divine Infant whom Elsie had received 
as Viaticum in the Holy Night, had restored to her bodily 
health, and to her father his lost faith. 


: : : 
How Much Longer? 





St. Hubert, who lived in the seventh century, was the son 
of noble parents who were in the service of the powerful Pepin 
of Heristal. When a youth, Hubert was passionately fond of 
the chase. He wasted much precious time in this amusement 
and, as a consequence, thought but seldom of God and eternity. 

On one occasion he was in hot pursuit of a magnificent 
stag. Suddenly the animal turned round and faced Hubert, who 
to his astonishment observed that the stag bore a Crucifix 
between its antlers. At the same time he heard a voice 
addressing him: “O Hubert! how much longer wilt thou go in 
pursuit of game? How much longer wilt thou be blind to the 
end and aim for which thou hast been created: namely, to 
love and serve Me alone? How much longer wilt thou waste 
thy precious time?” 

Thence-forward, Hubert gave up the chase and renounced 
the pomp and vanities of the court. Under the holy bishop 
and martyr, Lambert, he was ordained priest, and later became 
his successor as bishop. St. Hubert died in the year 727. 

And you, dear reader, how much longer will you wait till 
you make up your mind to love God with your whole heart? 
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More Prayer! 





Ea Gh T is a beautiful custom and an edifying habit 
AD | to say grace. Every Christian considers this 
his duty. St. Paul admonishes us: “Whether you 
eat or drink, or whatsoever else you do, do all 
to the glory of God” (1 Cor. x. 31). He who 
thinks of God when eating and drinking, may 
say as the Archangel Raphael to Tobias: “I seemed indeed 
to eat and drink with you; but I use an invisible meat and 
drink, which cannot be seen by men” (Tobias xii. 19). 

Before and after meals we should thank God for our 
food, and ask Him to preserve us from those sins which are 
generally committed during or after meals. Christ, too, always 
thanked God before eating (Mark viii. 6); He generally looked 
up to heaven,then bowed His head, as at the Last Supper. 
Thereby our Savior wished to say, “Father, I thank Thee.” 
Moses seems to impress on the minds of the Jews the necessity 
of grace, saying: “When thou shalt have eaten and be full, take 
heed diligently lest thou forget the Lord” (Deut. vi. 12, 13). 

King Alphonse of Aragon (1458) gave a lesson to his 
courtiers who prayed neither before nor after meals. He once 
invited a beggar to the royal table, but beforehand strictly 
forbade him to salute anyone when entering the banquet hall, 
or to thank the king after the meal. The beggar did exactly 
as he had been instructed. The noblemen, perceiving the 
beggar’s ingratitude, were filled with anger, and apologized 
to the king. But the king answered: “You act no better 
toward your Heavenly King. At meals you neither ask His 
blessing nor thank Him. Do you think He is less offended 
by your conduct than you are by this beggar’s?” From that 
day forward the courtiers never forgot to say grace. 

Once when a disastrous hail storm had destroyed the 
crops, a child as if acting as the mouthpiece of heaven de- 
clared: “Father, this punishment comes upon us because we 
are ungrateful toward God and never say prayers at table.” 

Often sins are committed at table, the most common being 
intemperance in eating, discontentment regarding the food, 
uncharitable conversations. When the appetite is fully satis- 
fied, all kinds of temptations present themselves, especially 
temptations to sloth, anger and impurity. From this we may 
conclude the importance of saying prayer at table. 
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A Courageous Man 


Dinner was being served in a hotel of a large city. Forty 
guests from all classes of society were already seated in the 
dining hall when a young man entered, whose refinement and 
dignified bearing pointed him out as of noble birth. Before 
seating himself, he made the Sign of the Cross and recited a 
short prayer silently. All eyes were fixed upon him. Some 
of the men laughed outright; others exchanged looks and smiled 
contemptuously. The young man was undaunted. “What do 
you find ridiculous about me ?” he asked. 

“Who wouldn’t laugh, seeing you make such grimaces!” 
someone answered. 

“Oh! it’s the prayer you are laughing about? Then, let 
me tell you, it is nothing to laugh with thirty-nine others at one 
person; but to do what duty and conscience demand, despite 
the mockery and raillery of a whole gathering requires a 
man of character.” 

These words had a crushing effect on the hearers. A 
general silence ensued. The young man entertained himself 
courteously with his neighbors and soon gained all hearts. On 
leaving the table, he again made the Sign of the Cross, but 
this time all held him in the respect which was his due. 

It is not necessary that meal prayers should be long. It 
is much better to say a short, devout prayer, even though it 
consists of just a few words. Better a little than none at all. 
A little coming from the heart, is within every one’s power, 
even should he have scarcely sufficient time to take his 
meals. To bless one’s self devoutly before and after meals is 
in itself a prayer. 

A Christian father, a pious mother, will never permit meals 
to be commenced or ended in their homes without grace being 
said. Whenever possible, the prayers at table should be said 
in common. This custom is edifying even to non-Catholics, 
many of whom practice it. If grace cannot be said in common 
or aloud, as for example, in boarding houses or when working 
for non-Catholics, one should at least make the Sign of the 
Cross and say it silently before and after meals. This can 
easily be done without giving occasion for remarks. 


Prayer the Great Means of Grace. ‘‘This booklet with its practical 
advice on prayer is, of all your publications, one of the most helpful 
to people in the world and to religious,’’ writes a friend. Price 10 cents. 
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A Beautiful Apostolate 





Every God-loving soul should be animated with an ardent 
desire to obtain for Holy Church zealous priests according to the 
Heart of God. She should not let a day pass without a fervent 
prayer for priestly vocations. Whoever supports a candidate 
for the priesthood by financial alms, ought not neglect to add 
the alms of his prayers for him. The pious soul does well to 
make good use of the preicous moments after the Consecration of 
the Mass until Holy Communion. The Pater Noster, especially, 
should be prayed with greatest fervor with the priest for this 
intention. After sacramental Holy Communion we have the best 
opportunity to recommend priestly vocations to our Lord. 

During Holy Mass the priest, according to the regulations of 
the Church, prays for you who are assisting at Holy Mass; 
therefore it is but just that you should pray for the priesthood. 
Pray often to the Holy Ghost that He deign to impart the sub- 
lime grace of vocation to the sacred ministry to many a youth- 
ful heart; to inflame and urge it to bring the sacrifices which 
this holy state requires. 

Turn also to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and pray for good 
priests. Prayers for priests and vocations to the priesthood are 
especially pleasing to the Sacred Heart. Likewise, pray to the 
Blessed Virgin. She loves priests dearly. Gladly will she hear 
your prayers for priestly vocations. One or three devout Hail 
Marys for this intention is very pleasing to her. 

See, these are a few suggestions how and when to pray for 
priestly vocations. Your prayers will be all the more effective 
if they are combined with sacrifices or the patient bearing of 
sufferings. Holy Church has need of thousands of vocations to 
the sacred ministry. She needs holy priests who live for God 
alone. What a beautiful apostolate; to pray for holy priests 
and for vocations. 


* * 
* 


The following letters show how great is the distress of priests in 
Germany and Austria. 


“Where shall I get money to buy clothing and warm underwear? Everything 
is wearing out and nothing new can be replaced. For five years I have been in 
such straits; I am helpless as to furnishing means for my livelihood and for buying 
new clothes or mending my old ones. The parishioners can do very little. At 
present their sources of income are so small that these good people need support 
themselves. Without assistance, neither church nor pastor can exist. Would it 
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not be a sad loss, if the fruit of so many sacrifices and so much labor of seventy 
to eighty years were to be destroyed on account of the needs of the moment ?” 


A second letter reads : 

*‘My income suffices to buy my frugal meals but I cannot furnish 
any clothing, warm garments or shoes. Until recently I helped myself 
by having my clerical clothing turned wrong side out, but that can no 
longer be done; it is too threadbare. I have but one pair of shoes. My 
other clothes are torn, and I don’t know how to help myself. During 
the last four years I have had no rest whatever because I had no money, 
and still my work is very arduous and steady. I have a number of 
mission stations. Most of these journeys must be made on foot. 

**In addition, I must support my sister who is my housekeeper. It 
was she who sacrificed all her earnings to enable me to study for the 
priesthood; now it is my duty to provide for her. But where shall I 
get the means, since every family of this parish is very poor and not 
able to contribute to the support of their pastor.’’ 


Dear friends, let us help these poor priests with Mass inten- 
tions. They will be eternally grateful. God will reward a hun- 
dredfold all that we give in charity to His friends, the priests. 


- 7 
? 


+ 
? ? 


Sketch of the Life of St. Anthony 


Continued 





Labors in Italy 


N the spring of the year 1227, St. Anthony was 
elected Provincial of Romagna, which embraces 
the greater part of upper Italy. This province, 
where a few years previous he had entered as a 
humble lay brother, now became the scene of his 
apostolic labors and astounding miracles. He had been, at 
this time, a member of the Minorite Order only seven years, 
and was but thirty-two years of age. 

Anthony began his activities as provincial with a visitation 
of all his monasteries. On this visitation tour he preached 
before all the people who frequently came in throngs to hear 
him. When he passed through Udine and Friaul he ascended 
a tree from which to speak to the people, but they only laughed 
at him and would not listen. Anthony passed on to Gemona, 
shaking the dust from his feet according to the counsel which 
his Divine Master had given to the disciples when He sent 
them out to preach. 











286 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


In Gemona his sermons were eagerly attended. Seeing 
the good dispositions of the people, Anthony began to build 
a chapel in honor of the Blessed Virgin, and a monastery for 
the Brothers Minor. An incident related in connection with 
this work is well adapted to strike fear into the hearts of those 
who make light of serious matters. 

Anthony needed help to haul the required building material. 
He met a farmer passing by with a yoke of oxen hitched to 
a wagon, and the saint asked him, for the love of God, to help 
him with his span. The farmer refused, saying, he had the 
corpse of a youth on the wagon. The youth, however, was only 
sleeping, or simply pretending to be asleep. The farmer drove 
on. After a while he went to awaken the boy. Despite all 
his calling, tugging and shaking, the boy did not wake up. 
To his great consternation, the farmer discovered that the 
boy had actually died. 

With loud lamentations, the man hastened back to the 
saint, confessed his fault amid tears, and entreated him, since 
God had given him so great power, to obtain the youth’s res- 
toration to life. Anthony went to the wagon, made the Sign 
of the Cross over the corpse, at the same time calling upon 
the Divine assistance most fervently with heart and lips... 
Almighty God answered the prayer of His faithful servant, for 
instantly the dead youth arose. It may be easily imagined 
that, not only the grateful farmer, but all the inhabitants of the 
city were eager to help with the erection of the house of God. 

In Gemona, where this incident took place, a chapel of the 
saint may still be seen, and his memory is held in high ven- 
eration. Anthony resumed his journey and came to Venice. 
A few years previous, St. Francis, on his return from the Holy 
Land, had passed through this city, and the island upon which 
he landed is, to this day, called, “St. Francis of the Desert.” 
Anthony longed to see it, and found there a company of pious 
Minorites who served God in holy retirement. 

From Venice, Anthony came to Padua. It was in November 
of the year 1227 when our saint first set foot in that city, after 
which he was later to be named. Here, too, the Minorites 
possessed a monastery of their Order since the year 1220, when 
St. Francis, returning from the East, had passed through the 
town. Their little monastery was situated near the church 
“Santa Maria.” 
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Wyo.: ‘Enclosed find $42.00 for St. Anthony’s bread; $25.00 are for 
the poor in Germany, the remainder, Mass stipends for needy priests. My 
husband’s knee became sore and swollen in a very short time, and the 
doctor did not think it would grow better without an operation. We feared 
an operation might prove dangerous or leave a stiff limb. And then, too, 
we ourselves are poor. We took refuge to St. Anthony. My husband 
promised $25.00, and we began a novena to the great wonder-worker, 
St. Anthony. In three weeks his knee was cured. Thanks to St. Anthony. 

‘*Two other petitions were heard. In consequence of a drought, our 
wheat crop threatened to prove a failure. We promised an offering ac- 
cording to this intention, and got four loads of good wheat. Our hogs 
became sick, and we feared the cholera. We promised $10.00 for Holy 
Masses for the poor souls, and the hogs were spared — May we then not 
thank God? and does this not show plainly how God expects that the 
poor should help those who are poorer still ?’’ 


Louisiana: A man writes: ‘‘I promised to help St. Anthony’s poor if I 
were successful in recovering money I had invested in what I thought a paying 
business, but when I found out it was going the other way, I appealed to 
St. Anthony for help, and I am more than pleased to say that I have recovered 
more than half of my bad investment, and the balance is in sight. As soon 
as I can recover the balance, I will send more. I have all faith in the great 
saint, and I know it is only through his intercession that I am getting my 
investment back.”’ 


Tdaho: ‘‘Enclosed find . .. to send to the poor priests in Germany. | 
offered this so | would get a good renter in my house, and a desirable 
one came the day after I had made the promise.’’ 


Washington: ‘‘Please find enclosed post office money order for. . . donated 
to St. Anthony’s Bread for the hungry in Europe. I am a graduate nurse, 
and promised this if I were successful in getting a good case in which I would 
be able to pay my son’s tuition which was very much in arrears at college. 
I have been on a long case and received my pay, thank God and St. Anthony. 
I have paid the Rector in full, to my great relief.’’ 


Tndiana: ‘‘Enclosed find an offering for St. Anthony’s Bread. I 
promised this when asking for relief of great pain, and I was relieved 
almost instantly. I am very grateful to St. Anthony.’’ 

Missouri: ‘‘We promised Our Lady of Perpetual Help and glorious St. 


Anthony several offerings for bread for the poor. So herewith find a check 
for $25.00 as our prayers were heard far beyond our expectations. ”’ 





Wanted — A banker and a prominent business man are in need 
of domestic help. We can recommend these two families to any 
woman of mature judgment who is desirous of securing employment 
in household work for a small family. She would have an excellent 
home, receive good wages and be in refined surroundings in either 
place. For further information, address: 

“Tabernacle and Purgatory,” Clyde, Missouri. 
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More Bitter than Death 


There are many convents in Germany and Austria in deep 
distress, especially those whose inmates are devoted to a life of 
recollection and prayer. Most of these sorely tried communities 
have lost all their preperty through the unhappy war. They are 
totally impoverished, and there is no one to take pity on them if 
we Americans do not help them... Every three or four months 
they expect help and support. The taxes in Germany and Austria 
are exorbitant. If the sisters cannot pay the taxes, they run the 
risk of being driven from their home which would be more bitter 
to them than death. To what a pitch distress in such convents 
can reach, is shown by the following letter: — 


Venerable Mother Prioress, Abbey Emaus, Nov. 30, 1924. 


Pardon me if I appeal to you for aid. You have already 
done much for the poor Carmelite convents of our countries, 
and now I come to beg for one of these convents which is sorely 
in need of help. It is the Carmel in N... The poor nuns suffer 
spiritual as well as bodily need. For some months past they 
have had no chaplain. Although they are bound by strict en- 
closure, still they must, with the bishop’s permission, go to the 
parish church. During the winter they are scantly clad and 
have no proper shoes. They are too poor to buy warm clothing. 
They gather their fuel out in the woods, and try to earn a little 
to keep from starvation by sitting up late at night to do mend- 
ing and plain sewing for factory laborers. They are obliged to 
go to a neighboring town one hour’s walk, when they go to 
confession. These nuns have a good spirit and bear their 
privations heroically. The Prioress, Mother Gabriela, is a niece 
of the famous pianist and composer, Liszt. She has been a 
Carmelite nun for thirty-five years. 

Please, dear Ven. Mother, help these poorest of the poor. 
Oh, how grateful these sisters will be! They will pray much 
for their benefactors, and God will reward the donors a hundred- 
fold. With hearty good wishes for a blessed Christmas, I am 

Yours in Christ, P. Ernest, O.S. B., Prior. 
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Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children 


A complete prayer-book for children printed in clear, large type on best paper. It 
contains sixteen appropriate pictures and two Mass devotions. The first gives a simple, 
clear explanation of each part of Holy Mass; the second is a Communion Mass. Besides 
the usual prayers, there are eight visits to the Most Blessed Sacrament in which the child 
speaks with loving simplicity to our Divine Savior. Durable cover. Price 20 cents. 

“Of the books written for children which have come to our desk, this prayer-book 
is the best. The reverend author has accomplished the remarkable feat of producing 
a book of 127 pages entirely within the reach of the mental grasp of achild. At most 
ten words are beyond the average vocabulary of a fifth grade pupil, and these being 
in liturgical prayers could not be avoided. With this book the children are enabled 
to pray intelligently, and attentively. Teachers who are interested in the conduct of 
the children during daily Mass will welcome this contribution to child-literature.’’ 

— “Our Young People,’’ A/agazine. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 














Our Lady of the Sacred Heart 


This handsome picture, ready for framing. Size, see opposite page 





Artistic Pictures —in Photo-tone 


Pictures will be blessed when remittance accompanies order. 


The Last Supper - - - - - 19 x 82 in. $0.50 
Ecce Homo - - - - - - 4M: 2 
The Holy Face - - - - - - 16x21 ” .40 
Agony of Our Lord i] Companion pictures 4x22” 3 
Mother Most Sorrowful / 14x22” .35 
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart - - - 18x26” .40 
Mother Most Amiable - - - - 6=<3 -40 
Mother Most Admirable - - - : beh” * 
St. Joseph in Glory - - - - - 18x24” .40 
Death of St. Joseph - - - - - 15x22” .35 
Angel Guardian - - - - - - bce" F&F 
St. Benedict - - - liseit” 
The Holy Espousals - - - itz * & 
His Holiness, Pope Pius XI - - - - 16x22 ” + .40 
Suitable for Enthronement 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, full figure - - - 18x28”? .40 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, bust - - - - 4:1 * ® 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, bust - - - - Rat” 
Sacred Heart of Jesus Pleading } With renewal 8x12” .10 
Sacred Heart of Jesus Reigning ) of Consecration 8x12”  .10 
Sacred Heart of Jesus Bleeding 8 x 12 in., 10 cts. 6W:K” ® 
Sacred Heart of Jesus t Companion pictures 14x18 ” .85 
Sacred Heart of Mary 14x18 ” 85 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, Lover of Mankind - - ven * 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, Lover of Mankind With Consecration 9x14”  .18 


Little Devotions to the Holy Infant Jesus For Christmastide. 


A very attractive brochure, containing: Nine days’ devotion to 
the Divine Infant; veneration of the mysteries of the holy Childhood; 
many beautiful prayers and aspirations to the Holy Child Jesus. A 
Lay Brother says: “‘It is so sweet, so excellent, so simple and prac- 
tical;” a lady: “I think it is a wonderful help to devotion,” a Pitts- 
burgh reader: ‘“This book is my dearest treasure, I put all trust in its 
simple prayers.” 5 cents each 


Words of Consolation for the Sick and Afflicted 


(New and enlarged edition) 


Its most consoling and uplifting articles will cheer your sick 
friends. It contains Confession, Communion and Mass Devotions, 
and many beautiful prayers. From Kentucky : “‘It is wonderfully con- 
soling. As I have been an invalid practically all my life, it has been 
a great comfort to me.” From Virginia: _Dhey are certainly words 
of consolation for the sick.” Cleveland: ““I hope the poor sufferer 
to whom I wish to give this booklet will receive as much consolation 
as I did when I was ill.” 10 cents each 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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FROM KANSAS: “The dear humble parishioners here enjoy your booklets 
so much. They are poor, busy in life and work very hard but given a chance to 
read these booklets gives them new thought, hope and energy to work on for love 
of the Sacred Heart.’’ 


Devotion to the Holy Ghost 
Explains devotion to the Holy Spirit. His gifts, His graces, His 
fruits, His operation in the Church and in souls. Many beauti- 
ful prayers. 1o cents each 


God Himself Our Sacrifice 


By simple explanations and interesting miracles it impresses the 
value and grandeur of Holy Mass. From New York: “I con- 
sider this booklet of more real value than numerous sermons.” 
Long Island: “‘I for one can say truthfully, that I have learned 
more of what Holy Mass really is from this booklet than I have 
gleaned from any other source.” 10 cents each 


In the Splendor of the Morning Sun 
Four ends of Holy Mass. Its excellence; it renders the greatest 
honor to God. From nuns: “We find it a most instructive 
book.” New York: “‘I cannot tell you how very wonderful I 
think it is. I shall endeavor to hear Mass daily for the rest of 
my life.” 1o cents each 


Communicate Frequently and Devoutly 
Will help and encourage you to make use of the wonderful priv- 
ilege granted to our age. Explains by means of questions and 
answers the requisites for frequent Communion. Practical 
suggestions — Communion Mass. 5 cents each 


Most Consoling for the Human Heart 
Vol. Contains revelations which will fill your heart with great 
I confidence in the goodness and mercy of God, and show 
you the value of prayer and a holy intention. rocents each 


Vol. Will encourage you to receive the sacraments with joy, 

II strengthen you in trials and inspire you to bear them with 
patience and resignation. 10 cents each 

A nun: “I find these booklets true to their name.” From 

Michigan: ““They surely are a perfect fulfilment of the title.” 


Conformity to the Will’ of God 


A precious brochure which explains how God governs all things 
and directs all for our best; how we can attain true peace and 
happiness in this life and augment our merits for eternity. A 
friend: “‘It was like a message from heaven and has brought me 
such consolation. A thousand thanks for it.” 5 cents each 


Magnificence of the Love of God 
Explains in a simple way the inestimable value of acts of love 
and perfect contrition. A nun: ‘“This little book is a treasure and 
I would like to scatter it broadcast.” A priest: ‘‘It is an ex- 
cellent little book, very practical and useful.” 5 cents each 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





